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 The great philosopher Aristotle once said, “Educating the mind without educating the 

heart is no education at all.” Aristotle knew the importance of not only focusing on developing 

the cognitive aspects of our minds, but also fostering all the best qualities that make us human. 

Similarly, the Catholic school system is designed with academic excellence in mind, but it also 

goes a step further to foster a sense of leadership, and it teaches students to make a difference 

in the world. Prince of Peace Catholic School has inspired me in these areas and been a 

foundational pillar to my development since I became a student.  

 Getting the privilege to attend a Catholic school has taught me so much, especially on 

how to be a Catholic leader. Whether it is through a religion class or the opportunity to be a 

school ambassador, there has always been a chance for me to learn what it takes to be a leader 

in the real world. Every class teaches you leadership skills and how to apply yourself in any 

area. For example, participating in Mass once a week has taught me so much on living out 

Christian morals and applying those to everyone, no matter who I encounter. I have been given 

the opportunity to serve as an usher the past two years and it has been an enlightening 

experience. By going to a Catholic school, I have been exposed to many opportunities to 

demonstrate Christian leadership. 

 Service has always been a prominent theme in any Catholic school, and it is such an 

important activity that most other schools do not include. Helping others is vital, but I have 

realized through my years at Prince of Peace how well all Catholic schools in the area have done 

showing the importance and positive effects your service can really have. My Random Acts of 

Kindness group and I have gotten to do many projects together, which has simultaneously 

enhanced my teamwork skills. By incorporating service into everyday life, Catholic schools 

enable every student to become an active member of their community. Many of the projects 

that I have done in the past have left a lasting, positive impact that also inspires others to do 

the same. There is always an effort every day to show students the importance of giving back 

and using your blessings to help others.  
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 Spiritual vocation is important, but so is academic excellence. At Catholic schools, there 

is a major focus on using your God-given talents and strengthening them, especially in the 

academic field. The embedded curriculum provided by the Catholic Diocese includes 

enrichment in every grade. It is fun to get to do projects that incorporate both faith and 

academics. At Prince of Peace, the teachers are always encouraging and genuinely want you to 

progress in every dimension of your life. Courses and assignments are always applicable to the 

real world and possess the rigor to prepare students for the next step, such as high school and 

college. Catholic schools are the type of schools willing to implement any programs to boost 

their students’ knowledge and academic abilities. 

 Catholic schools provide benefits for all students. Whether it be their commitment to 

academic excellence or emphasis on acts of service and servant leadership, there is always 

value when attending a Catholic school. Getting to experience both religion and education all at 

once can be effective for those attending these schools. The Catholic school system is 

constantly improving and working to better its methods and curriculum to keep preparing 

young students to rise in the world and put their Catholic morals and knowledge to use. I will 

always be grateful for all my time and years spent at a Catholic school and I have loved every 

minute spent at Prince of Peace. 
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